-ing & -ed adjectives

Are you boring or bored? Learners

ending -ed or -ing, In fact, once you know the rule it is not very difficult,

These adjectives usually refer to an
emotional state. You should perceive
the situation as one in which one
(active) agent emits the emotional
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state and the other (passive) agent
recelves it. Anything can create an
emotional state: your sister, a parrot,
a book or a film can all create Inte-

Causes the emotional state _
Its role Is active
It therefore has an active

"nding: -ng
People, animals or things
Examples Examples
amazing amazement
amusing amusement
annoying annoyance
astonishing astonishment
boring boredom
confusing confusion
depressing depression
disappointing disappointment
disgusting disgust
embarrassing embarrassment
exclting excitement exclted
2xhausting exhaustion
frightening fear (fright)
frustrating frustration

__infurlating infuriation
Interesting Interest
petrifying petrification petrified
satlsfying satisfaction satisfled
shocking shock shocked
surprising surprise
terrifylng terror terrified
tiring tiredness tired
worrying worry worried

So when confronted with a problem concerning these adjectives, you should ask yourself the

following questions:

B s the agent a thing? Yes - then it must be -ing,
W s the agent generating the emotianal state? Yes - then it must be -ing,
B [s the agent receiving the emotional state? Yes - then It must be -ed.
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of English often have problems differentiating between pairs of adjectives

rest. However, to recelve an

emotional state you have to have a
brain. So only people and animals
can receive emotional states:
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-ing or —ed adjectives

. The children are soe................ . as they are going on a school tl'lp today.
I think that film should be ccmﬁed 18, there are some very f...
scenes in it.

. What did you think of the restaurant? 1 thought the food was rather
B oottt meinan s e e sramess » L had heard that it was supposed to be top class.

His table manners are cl .................. , I don't think he has ever been taught
how to eat properly.

. Travelling by ftrain is very i............coc.c....... as you can see all the
countryside but it is quite t.......o.evvevreerrnrnnnnnnn .l am always e.............
after a long train ride.

We went to the Warner Bros parkhﬁweek. There is a ride there which is
absolutelyitn o L N iacedins ity I‘J;is a kind of rollercoaster which turns
upside down. [ was p.......ccuaueais. ...

[ find it a..ooooveeeee... . N thal‘ parents can let their 10 year old
children out uniil 11 o’clock at mght vnthout knowing where they are.

My mother was always very w...... . seioe.. that we didn’t eat enough
vegetables, but I always thought carrots andpaas s S IR

HOW €...covvenriirrnnenne... SN ... ... ! M'.y boss caught me lussmg my
boyfriend! My colleagues thm:ght it WASHENNER. ). oo suiainsvossisssves oo i and all
laughed about it, but I didn’t. T was very e.covieee.ooeviiiniirinsnnnn..n

Do you like sudokus? I hate them, Igetvery f........o..ooooiiiio.l. whcn I can’t
find a number that fits.

That film was about how the world is going to end very soon unless we become
more environmentally- fnendly It WS quite . iussiicusinasansssannnsneys

All these papers I have to sign — and just to open a bank account! [ don t really
understand them all, they are QUItE C..........evveivneneninnnrnnn.

The teacher was very s................... when Mike got a ]0/10 in his maths
exam, as he normally fails all his exams. Unfortunately, the
e . change in his marks was because he had cheated and not
because he had been studymg

My basbaml a8 £ ... oivos sanimsyisisensvies ! After dinner it is his tumn to do the

washing up, but he never does it properly, and usually leaves the dirty water in
the sink, and soap bhubbles all over the kitchen sides. 1 get very
Wy ssssvaissservinatin because | have to clear it up.

. The lecture this afternoon was very b........c..ovevvvennsn. . Some people were so

Biiavinvanionssvnaonsedvisiies they fell asleep!
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